
time, I told them that 

I expected three 

things of them: that 

they would do their 

duty; form as a family 

and train as a team; 

and strive for excel-

lence in everything 

they did. This is what 

you all can expect of 

me as well.  

 

I want to make a very 

special mention to all 

the families of the 

squadron -  you are the 

bedrock of our ability 

to do what is expected 

of us, and I want to 

thank you for all the 

sacrifices you've made 

over the last 7 years 

of the wars we have 

been conducting. We 

couldnôt have done it 

without you.  

 

I look forward to be-

ing a part of the Pur-

ple Fox family as we 

overcome new chal-

lenges and win new 

Itôs a great honor and 

a real pleasure to be 

the Commanding Officer 

of HMM- 364. I want to 

thank all of you for 

the very warm welcome 

and professional turn-

over you gave me; I 

look forward to work-

ing with all of you, 

Purple Foxes and Pur-

ple Fox families 

alike.  

 

When I addressed the 

Marines and Sailors of 

the unit for the first 

honors at home and 

abroad. I hope all of 

you have gotten the 

word about our spouse 

and active duty FACE-

BOOK pages and have 

had the chance to 

friend request at 

SWIFTY SPOUSES where I 

hope all the families 

can keep in touch and 

connect with our Fam-

ily Readiness Officer.  

 

Any feedback you have 

on FACEBOOK or the 

Family Readiness Pro-

gram is welcome.  

 
Thanks,  

 

LtCol Ed Jeep  

From the CO, Lt Col Edward L. Jeep: 

From Sgt Maj Derrek D. Leggett: 

Purple Fox Families,  

 

 Last Quarter was very 

busy, with Marines go-

ing to Detachments in 

Yuma, El Centro, Ha-

waii, and Reno, while 

still maintaining the 

aircraft and finding 

time to practice and 

conduct a Change of 

Command Ceremony. Also 

let's not forget the 

Family Day Ho down in 

the hanger, there was 

a great turnout thanks 

to all attended. We 

have had several Ma-

rines and there fami-

lies PCS or EAS in the 

last quarter, while we 

have added numerous 

new Marines and their 

Families to our unit. 

It's like the changing 

of the seasons, good 

luck and God speed to 

those who have left, 

and welcome aboard to 

all the new Marines 

and there Families .  

 

While we take a break 

Special Phone      
Numbers to have on 

hand: 

HMM-364 SDO/ODO:  

(760)763-1450  

Base PMO:              

(760)725-3888 or 

(760)763-2077/2075 

World Famous Purple 

Foxes 

Swifty Sccop 
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Sgt Jess Peele 
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tiffany.szubrych@usmc.mil 

 

SINGLE MARINES:   

CHECK WITH YOUR SMP COOR-

DINATORS TO FIND OUT WHAT 

GREAT EVENTS AND OPPORTU-

NITIES ARE AVAILABLE TO 

YOU! 



from the deployments 

to the sandbox, the 

Marines will be busy 

with regular mainte-

nance and some small 

Dets. Make sure you 

take the time to enjoy 

our break from the de-

ployment cycle. For 

those who are new to 

the area, southern 

Cali has a lot to of-

fer in terms of rec-

reational activities. 

No matter what it is 

you are doing, letôs 

make sure we plan ac-

cordingly and remain 

safe in our work or 

play. Marines are 

still our number one 

resource, the Command 

and the Corps needs 

everyone.  

 

Semper Fi and as al-

ways Give A Shit.  

 

SgtMaj Derek Leggett  

see more links to what 

you need and want.  

Some links that Niki 

and I have found very 

useful over the years 

are:  

MCCS Family readiness 

http://www.usmc -

mccs.org/upfrp/  

 

Camp Pendletonôs MCCS  

http://www.mccscp.com/

home/home.aspx  

 

Military One Source 

http://

www.militaryonesource.

com/  

 

and the squadron 

alumni site  

http://www.hmm -

364.org.  

 

If you haven't came by 

the Squadron to meet 

our Family Readiness 

Officer, please take 

the time to do that.  

She is a wealth of 

knowledge, and quite 

honestly, that's what 

we pay her to do.  She 

can let you know about 

upcoming L.I.N.K.S. 

classes, retreats and 

other opportunities 

for you and your Ma-

rine.  All of these 

are supported and en-

couraged by the com-

mand.  We are also 

looking for a local 

parent of a single Ma-

rine to join our Com-

mand Team.  If you are 

interested in taking 

an active part in im-

proving the quality of 

life for the Marines 

of HMM- 364, please let 

Melanie know.  

 

Lastly we would like 

to welcome Jenifer 

Smale and 1stLt Nick 

Culver to the "Head 

Shed".  (Pictured at 

left.) Nick has al-

ready made an impact 

in the squadron, and 

we are looking forward 

to having Jenifer on 

the team.   

 

Maj Aaron "Phester" 

Eckerberg  

Fox Families,  

 

My first three months 

as the Executive Offi-

cer have been up and 

down.  I have seen too 

many good Marines 

leave, but I have also 

met so many new ones.  

The turn over after 

deployment is always 

like this.  The Purple 

Foxes have histori-

cally done an excel-

lent job indoctrinat-

ing new Marines into 

the Squadron, explain-

ing what the Squadron 

motto means to us and 

how it makes us dif-

ferent.  I know that 

our families are busy 

doing the same thing.  

 

Niki and I are start-

ing to see more and 

more of you on both 

the Swifty Face book 

pages.  If you haven't 

checked them out yet, 

give them a look.  You 

can expect a third 

site in the near fu-

ture for extended 

families.  We are ex-

cited to see how we 

can use this as a 

positive tool to make 

the "family" even 

stronger.  Expect to 

Page 2 Swifty Sccop 

From the XO, Maj Aaron D Eckerberg: 

Sgt Maj Derrek D. Leggett Continued... òAll men dream, but 

not equally.  Those 

who dream by night 

in the dusty 

recesses of their 

minds, wake in the 

day to find that it 

was vanity; but the 

dreamers of the day 

are dangerous men, 

for they may act on 

their dreams with 

open eyes, to make 

them possible.ó 

-T.E. Lawrence 

1st Lt Nick Culver and Ms. Jennifer 

Smale 



details become solid 

that information will 

be passed on to you.  

However, in the mean-

time, be on the look 

out for the following 

events:  

 

Command Team/Family 

Readiness Meeting :  

August 19
th

.  The Fam-

ily Readiness Meeting 

will begin at 1800, 

with the Command Team 

members meeting 30 

minutes prior.  The 

Family Readiness Meet-

ing is for EVERYONE ï 

spouses, Marines, mar-

ried or single.  We 

talk about whatôs com-

ing up and value feed-

back and input to aid 

in the planning.  Itôs 

a great time to get to 

know each other out-

side of work, and be 

part of whatôs happen-

ing with the Family 

Readiness Program.   

Weôll also discuss the 

upcoming family day, 

so be sure to come and 

help in the planning.  

We are planning to 

Summer is upon us, and 

we have a new Command-

ing Officer and Execu-

tive Officer, since 

the last newsletter.  

New faces bring a 

fresh insight on how 

we approach things, so 

it will be fun to 

watch our Family 

Readiness program as 

it continues to grow 

and evolve over the 

coming year.  

 

Anyone interested in 

getting involved with 

the Squadron Family 

Readiness Program may 

contact me directly at 

any time.  We are al-

ways ready to welcome 

new volunteers in any 

capacity.  The great 

thing about our new 

volunteer program is 

that it allows you to 

volunteer in a way 

that best suits you 

and your schedule!  

 

We are also planning 

some upcoming events 

for the next few 

months.  As soon as 

have this as more of a 

social event, perhaps 

a game night and pot-

lucké  More details 

will follow soon.  

 

Family Softball/Grill -

Out Potluck :  Septem-

ber 3
rd
.  Weôll gather 

at the softball field 

on base, and provide 

the grills.  Everyone 

will need to bring 

what they want to put 

on the grill, and a 

side or dessert to 

share.  Weôre still 

working out the de-

tails, but do mark 

your calendars.  

 

I value your input, 

and I am here to as-

sist you with any Fam-

ily Readiness needs 

you may have.  

 

Sincerely,  

Melanie Finnegan, FRO  
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From the FRO, Melanie Finnegan: 

The HMM-364 Family Readiness 

Disaster Handbook is posted on 

our website.  It is located at the 

bottom left of the page at the 

òFROó icon.  The webpage link is: 

http://www.3maw.usmc.mil/

FamilyReadiness/MAG39/

HMM364FRO.asp 

HMM -364 Family Readiness Contacts: 

Melanie Finnegan                  760-763-1465 

Family Readiness Officer 

melanie.finnegan@usmc.mil  

 

Capt Zachary P Jones              760-763-1471 

Deputy Family Readiness Officer      
zachary.p.jones@usmc.mil 

 

Family Readiness Assistants: 

Catherine Cortes                       760-509-4065     

c_cortes@tmo.blackberry.net 

Stephanie Hermes                 419-707-0597     

stephn_nate7408@yahoo.com 
 

 

Family Readiness Advisors: 

Michelle Earnest  

Christine Domyanic 

HMM-364 Family Readiness Officer  

Melanie Finnegan  

(760) 763-1465 office  

        (760) 201-5928 cell  

MAG-39 Command Duty Officer  (760) 725-3900 

American Red Cross  

  
1-800-951-5600 or  

(760) 725-6877 

Naval Hospital  (760) 725-1288 

Hospital Appointment Line  725-HELP (4357) 

Navy Relief Mainside / San Onofre  725-5537 / 949-492-1082 

Tricare  1-800-242-6788 

Dental  1-800-866-8499 

DEERS 1-800-334-4162 

Child Care Referral  725-9723 

General Family Readiness Contacts 

mailto:melanie.finnegan@usmc.mil
mailto:zachary.p.jones@usmc.mil
mailto:c_cortes@tmo.blackberry.net
mailto:stephn_nate7408@yahoo.com


Page 4 July 2010 


